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Health  Department, 

53,  Duke  Street, 
Whitehaven. 

13th  May,  1954. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Ennerdale  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1953. 

The  Report  has  been  drawn  up  in  accordance  with  the 
instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the  statistics  required 
are  embodied  in  the  Report.  I may,  however,  briefly  draw 
attention  to  a few  of  the  salient  points. 


The  Birth  Rate  at  17.8  per  1,000  of  population  was  down 
by  1.2  on  the  figure  for  the  previous  year,  but  was  still  2.3 
higher  than  the  National  Rate.  Translated  into  actual  births, 
this  meant  that  65  more  babies  were  born  in  Ennerdale  than 
would  have  been  had  the  rate  been  the  same  as  the  average 
rate  for  the  country. 


The  Death  Rate  was  up  by  o.i  per  1,000  compared  with 
the  rate  for  the  previous  year.  It  was  again  0.6  higher  than 
the  rate  for  the  whole  country,  due  to  the  fall  in  population — 
the  actual  deaths  being  exactly  the  same. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  Heart  and  Circulatory 
Diseases,  which,  as  usual,  easily  headed  the  list  and  accounted 
for  145  or  43%  of  all  deaths.  Cancer  accounted  for  53,  Pneu- 
monia, Bronchitis,  and  other  Respiratory  Diseases  for  39, 
Motor  Vehicle  and  other  accidents  for  20,  Tuberculosis  for  13! 
and  Influenza  for  12. 

Infantile  Deaths  were  eleven  less  than  in  the  previous 
year,  and  with  a figure  of  26  per  1,000  live  births  the  Infantile 
Mortality  Rate  was  easily  the  best  ever  recorded  for  the 
District,  and  for  the  first  time  was  lower  than  the  rate  for  the 
country  as  a whole. 

Cancer  deaths  showed  an  increase  of  12  as  compared  with 
the  number  for  the  previous  year,  but  the  local  death  rate 
from  this  disease  at  1.87  per  1,000  of  population,  was  still  0.12 
less  than  the  rate  for  the  country. 
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Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  did  not  quite  maintain  the  very 
great  improvement  noted  in  the  previous  year,  but  as  I have 
repeatedly  stressed,  one  must  expect  fluctuations  in  the  rates 
for  a small  community.  Of  the  nine  male  deaths,  five — ail 
ex-iron  ore  miners  in  the  upper  age  groups — were  certified  by 
the  Coroner  as  having  died  of  Silico-Tuberculosis,  which  under- 
lines the  greater  hazard  of  iron-ore  mining  as  compared  with 
coal  mining.  Cleator  Moor  is  again  easily  the  Parish  most 
affected  and  the  chief  reason,  in  my  opinion,  is  to  be  found  in 
the  above. 

With  regard  to  other  notifiable  diseases  there  is  fortunately 
very  little  to  record.  Diphtheria  was  again  completely  absent 
from  the  District  for  the  fourth  year  in  succession,  and  it  is 
now  over  six  years  since  there  has  been  a fatal  case. 

Apart  from  Whooping  Cough,  and  what  proved  to  be  the 
beginning  of  a considerable  epidemic  of  measles,  very  little 
disease  of  an  infectious  type  was  notified  during  the  year. 

There  was  only  one  death  from  notifiable  infectious  disease 
(other  thcin  Tuberculosis  and  Pneumonia),  a child  who,  un- 
fortunately, succumbed  to  a meningeal  infection,  being  in  a 
moribund  condition  when  admitted  to  Hospital. 

My  thanks  are  once  more  due  to  the  members  of  the 
Sanitary  Staff  for  their  loyal  and  efficient  service,  to  the  officials 
of  all  other  departments  for  their  willing  help  and  co-operation, 
and  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  and  Housing 
Committee  for  their  continued  interest  and  support  in  all 
matters  pertaining  to  the  health  of  the  community. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  INNES. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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ENNERDALE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


A.  L— GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  of  the  Rural  District  of  Ennerdale  in  acres  88,730 

Population  (Registrar-Generahs  estimate  mid- 
year, 1953)  28,380 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1953) 

according  to  Rate  Books  ...  ...  ...  8,515 

Rateable  Value  (ist  April,  1953)  ...  ...  £125,308 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  ...  ...  £460 


IT— EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR 

THE  YEAR. 


BIRTHS:  — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Live  Births  Legitimate 

236 

249 

485 

— Illegitimate 

10 

9 

19 

Total  ... 

246 

258 

504 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  17.8 
Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  19.4 
Still  Births — Legitimate  ...  13  6 19 

— Illegitimate  ...  — — — 

Total  ...  13  6 19 


Rate  per  1,000  total  Births  ... 


36.3 


DEA THS : — 

Deaths  (all  ages)  ...  ...  201 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000 
of  population  ... 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000 
of  population 


140  341 

12.0 

12.8 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : 


Maternal  Causes 

excluding  abortion 
Due  to  abortion  ... 


Rate  per  1,000 
(Live  & Still) 
Deaths  Births 

nil  nil 

nil  nil 


nil  nil 


Total  ... 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age : 

All  Infants  per  i,ooo  live  births 26 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  23 
Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  105 

Deaths  from 

Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) nil 

POPULATION. 

The  Registrar-General's  estimate  of  population  for  mid- 
year, 1953,  was  28,380,  a further  decline  of  200,  which  gives 
a decline  of  1,810  compared  with  his  estimate  for  1950,  and  a 
decline  of  1,251  compared  with  the  actual  census  figure  of  1951. 


The  annual  figures  since  the  census  of  1951  are  as  follows : 


R.G 

.'s  mid-year 

1951 

Census  29,631  ... 

Estimate 

29,640 

1952 

• • • • • • • • * 

28,580 

1953 

■ ■■  - " ...  . . • ... 

28,380 

BIRTHS. 

Birth  Rate 

per  1,000  of  population 

00 

Es 

H 

f f * * 

England  and  Wales  ... 

15-5 

y y y y 

Rural  Districts  of  Cumberland 

16.2 

y y y y 

Urban  Districts  of  Cumberland 

17.5 

y y y y 

County  of  Cumberland 

16.7 
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The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  504 
— 246  males  and  258  females — of  whom  19 — 10  males  and  9 
females — were  illegitimate.  The  number  shows  a decrease  of 
39.  The  Birth  Rate  was  17.8  per  1,000  of  population,  a figure 
which  is  1.2  less  than  for  the  previous  year,  and  2.3  over 
the  figure  for  the  country  as  a whole.  The  illegitimate  births 
represented  3.8%  of  the  total  live  births  as  against  3.9%  for 
the  previous  year  and  4.6  for  the  whole  country. 

The  following  table  shows  the  average  annual  number  of 
births  and  the  average  annual  Birth  Rate  by  five-year  periods 
since  1936,  together  with  the  corresponding  rates  for  England 
and  Wales,  and  the  actual  figure  since  1950:  — 


Period. 

Ennerdale  Eural  District 

England  and  Wales. 

Average  ADiiual 
No.  of  Births. 

Average  Amiual 
Birth  Rate  per  1,000 
of  population. 

Average  Annual 
Birth  Rate  per  1,000 
of  population. 

1936—1940 

443 

16.5 

14.7 

1941—1945 

506 

18.7 

16.2 

1946—1950 

576 

20.4 

18.0 

1951 

571 

19.3 

15.5 

1952 

543 

19.0 

15.3 

1953 

504 

17.8 

15.5 
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DEATHS 


per  1,000  of  population 

12.0 

England  and  Wales  ... 

II. 4 

Rural  Districts  of  Cumberland 

II. 9 

Urban  Districts  of  Cumberland 

II. 8 

County  of  Cumberland 

11.9 

The  nett  deaths  for  the  District  after  making  adjustments 
for  inward  and  outward  transfers,  i.e.,  after  adding  the  num- 
ber of  residents  who  died  outside  the  District  but  were 
normally  resident  in  the  District,  and  deducting  those  who  die^ 
in  the  District  but  were  normally  resident  outside,  numbered 
341 — 201  male  and  140  female — exactly  the  same  as  the 
number  for  the  previous  year. 


This  gives  a Crude  Death  Rate  of  12.0  as  compared  with 
1 1. 9 for  the  previous  year,  an  increase  of  o.i  as  compared  with 
an  increase  of  o.i  for  the  country  as  a whole. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and 
Circulatory  System  145,  Cancer  53,  Pneumonia,  Bronchitis, 
and  other  Respiratory  Diseases  39,  Motor  Vehicle  and  other 
accidents  20,  and  Tuberculosis  13. 


The  following  table  shows  the  average  annual  number  of 
deaths  and  the  average  annual  Death  Rate  by  five-year  periods 
since  1936,  together  with  the  corresponding  rates  for  England 
and  Wales  and  the  actual  figures  since  1950 : — 


Period 

Ennerdale  I 

ural  District 

England  and  Wales 

Average  No. 
of 

deaths 

Av.  Animal  Death 
Kate  per  1,000  of 
population 

Average 

Rate  per  1,000  of 
Population 

1936—40 

407 

15.1 

12.5 

1941_45 

339 

12.5 

12.8 

1946-50 

353 

12.6 

12.7 

1951 

401 

13.5 

12.5 

1952 

341 

11.9 

11.3 

1958 

341 

12.0 

11.4 
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The  following  two  Tables  show  the  age  at  death  of  all 
eases  and  causes  of  death. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR,  1953. 


Causes  of  Death  Males 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  ...  9 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  ...  ...  i 

Syphilitic  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Meningococcal  Infections  ...  ...  i 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  ...  — 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  ...  i 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  ...  ...  3 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus  ...  6 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  ...  ...  — 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  ...  ...  — 

Other  Malignant  and 

Lymphatic  Neoplasms  ...  ...  19 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  ...  ...  ...  2 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  ...  14 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina  ...  ...  29 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  ...  i 

Other  Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  19 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  ...  ...  8 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  „..  ...  4 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  ...  16 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  ...  3 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  ...  — 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  . ..  ...  ...  i 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  ...  ...  ...  — 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  ...  — 

Congenital  Malformations  ...  ...  i 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases  ...  23 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  ...  ...  ...  4 

All  Other  Accidents  ...  ...  ...  13 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War  ...  — 


Females 

3 


4 

5 
2 


14 

3 

28 

12 

2 

22 

10 

4 

5 

I 


2 


I 

17 

1 

2 
2 


Total  All  ('auses  ...  201  140 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  i,ooo 
live  births:  — 

Legitimate,  23;  Illegitimate,  105;  Total  26. 


England  and  Wales  

Rural  Districts  of  Cumberland 
Urban  Districts  of  Cumberland 
County  of  Cumberland  ... 


27 

24 

30 

27 


The  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  numbered 
13 — 7 male  and  6 female.  This  gives  an  Infantile  Mortality 
Rate  of  26,  which  is  18  less  than  the  rate  for  the  previous  year, 
and  is  easily  the  best  rate  ever  recorded  for  the  district,  the  pre- 
vious best  having  been  35  in  1949.  Eight  of  the  13  deaths 
occurred  in  the  neo-natal  period,  i.e.,  within  one  month  of 
birth.  The  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  was  15.9,  whilst  that  for 
England  and  Wales  was  17.7  per  1,000  related  live  births. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  Prematurity  which 
accounted  for  5 and  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  for  4.  The 
Mortality  Rate  for  male  children  was  28  and  for  female  children 
was  23. 


The  following  table  shows  the  average  annual  number 
of  Infantile  Deaths  and  the  average  annual  rate  per  i,ooo 
live  births  by  five-year  periods  since  1936,  with  the  corres- 
ponding rate  for  England  and  Wales,  and  the  actual  figures 
since  1950 : — 


Period. 

Ennerdale  Rural  District 

England  and  Wales 

Average  Annual  No. 
of  Deaths  of  Infants 
under  one  year 
of  age 

Average  Annual 
Infantile  Mortality 
Rate  per  1,000 
live  births 

Average  Annual 
Infantile  Mortality 
Rate  per  1,000 
live  births 

1936—1940 

32 

73 

55 

1941_1945 

28 

55 

50 

1946—1950 

25 

43 

36 

1951 

26 

45 

30 

1952 

24 

44 

28 

1953 

13 

26 

27 
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INFANTILE  DEATHS  SHOWN  BY  AGES  AND  CAUSE  OF  DEATH,  1953 


Total 
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BIRTHS,  INFANTILE  DEATHS,  AND  INFANTILE 
MORTALITY  BY  PARISHES. 


Registered 

Infantile 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Births 

Deaths 

Rate 

Arlecdon  and  Frizington 

•••  55 

3 

55 

Cleator  Moor 

...  130 

3 

23 

Distington 

...  32 

2 

63 

Egremont 

...  92 

4 

43 

Ennerdale  and  Kinniside 

2 

— 

— 

Gosforth  

...  9 

— 

— 

Haile  

• 3 

— 

— 

Lamplugh 

...  12 

— 

— 

Lowca 

...  24 

— 

— 

Lowside  Quarter 

— 

— 

Moresby 

...  13 

— 

— 

Netherwasdale  ... 

I 

— 

— 

Parton 

...  26 

I 

38 

Ponsonby 

•••  3 

— 

— 

Rottington 

— 

— 

— 

St.  Bees  ... 

...  12 

— 

— 

St.  Bridget’s  

...  9 

— 

— 

St.  John’s  

...  II 

— 

— 

Weddicar  

•••  3 

— 

— 

Registered  outside  District 

Total 

...  63 

...  504 

T3 

26 
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B.— GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA. 


I._PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS. 

A list  of  these,  as  at  the  end  of  the  year,  is  given  at  the 
beginning  of  the  Report.  Mr.  R.  Seeds,  Additional  Sanitary 
Inspector,  resigned  at  the  end  of  1952  to  take  up  another 
appointment,  and  it  was  determined  by  the  Council  on  the 
grounds  of  economy,  not  to  fill  the  vacancy.  As  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector  is  in  charge  of  the  house-letting  arrange- 
ments, in  addition  to  his  ordinary  duties,  I considered  that  this 
was  a very  unwise  decision  from  the  public  health  standpoint. 


IT— SERVICES  PROVIDED  IN  THE  AREA. 
Laboratory  Facilities. 

These  are  the  same  as  set  out  in  previous  Reports. 


C.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

A report  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  on  the  Sanitary  work 
of  the  year  has  been  submitted  and  will  be  found  at  the  end 
of  this  report. 


D.— PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

I. —NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE,  OTHER  THAN  TUBER- 
CULOSIS. 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease,  other  than 
Tuberculosis,  notified  during  1953,  are  shown  by  age,  admis- 
sion to  hospital,  and  deaths,  in  the  accompanying  Table. 
Apart  from  the  beginning  of  what  proved  to  be  quite  an 
extensive  outbreak  of  measles,  there  was  very  little  disease  of 
an  epidemic  character  during  the  year. 

Apart  from  Pneumonia  and  Tuberculosis  there  was  one 
death  during  the  year  from  notifiable  disease — a child  who 
died  from  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR 
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Scarlet  Fever 

Twenty-nine  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  during 
the  year,  giving  a rate  of  i.oi  per  i,ooo  of  population,  com- 
pared with  1.39  for  England  and  Wales.  One  case  was 
admitted  to  hospital  and  there  were  no  deaths  from  this 
disease. 

Diphtheria. 

No  case  was  notified  during  the  year,  as  against  a rate 
of  0.0 1 per  1,000  of  population  for  the  whole  countiy. 

DIPHTHERIA  PROPHYLAXIS. 

Immunisation  of  children  in  the  area  was  commenced 
under  local  arrangements  in  1936. 

The  County  Council  is  now  the  responsible  authority 
under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  and  I am  indebted  to 
the  Divisional  County  Medical  Officer  for  the  information 
necessary  to  continue  giving  details  of  the  present  position 
and  the  Table  on  page  19. 

During  1953  a total  of  557  new  immunisations  were  com- 
pleted— 414  in  the  0-5  years-of-age  group,  and  142  in  the  5-15 
years-of-age  group,  and  one  over  15  years  of  age.  This 
represents  a decrease  of  38  in  the  number  immunised  as  com- 
pared with  1952. 

In  addition,  556  children  were  re-immunised. 
Re-immunisation  is  available  for  children  who  have  been 
immunised  in  infancy  and  are  now  beginning  school,  and  for 
older  children  whose  immunisation  was  done  more  than  four 
3^ears  ago. 

The  total  number  of  children  immunised  since  the  scheme 
was  begun  locally  in  1936,  has  now  reached  the  total  of 
11,789  and  these  are  shown  by  ages  at  the  time  of  their 
original  immunisation  in  the  accompanying  Table. 

Percentages  of  Child  Population  Immunised. 

(a)  0-5  years  of  age. 

The  number  of  children  in  the  age-groups  1949-1953  in- 
clusive who  were  immunised  on  the  31st  December,  1953, 
and  of  whom  the  Authority  has  details,  was  1,516,  a nett  loss 
for  the  year  of  51.  The  Registrar-General  has  not  supplied 
a figure  for  this  group  this  year,  but  on  a local  estimate  the 
percentage  of  those  immunised  within  the  ages  of  o to  5 years 
works  out  at  54,  which  is  one  per  cent,  lower  than  the  figure 
for  1952.  Immunisation  is  given  free  at  the  County  Welfare 
Clinics,  and  it  is  greatly  to  be  deplored  that  there  are  still 
parents  so  apathetic  as  to  neglect  this  most  vital  protection. 
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(^)  5"i5  years  of  age. 

The  number  of  children  in  the  age-group  1030-1048  in- 
clusive who  were  immunised  on  the  31st  December,  1033  of 
whom  the  Authonty  has  details,  was  4,664,  166  more  than 
the  figure  tor  the  previous  year.  For  this  group  the  Registrar- 
Oeneral  likewise  has  not  supplied  a figure  but  on  a local  esti- 
mate  the  percentage  immunised  works  out  at  practically  lOo 
or  3 per  cent,  higher  than  the  figure  for  1952. 

(c)  Over  15  years  of  age. 

The  number  over  15  years  of  age  on  the  31st  December, 
1953,  who  have  been  immunised  was  5,609  in  addition  to 
whom  1,168  were  immunised  under  County  arrangements  in 
1936,  in  the  then  age-groups  11-14,  in  connection  with  atten- 
dance at  school  camps,  but  the  Local  Authority  has  no  details 
of  these  and  they  are  not  included  in  the  Table. 


!8 
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Total  each  yr.  1321  551  477  377  418  966  1168  911  512  323  836  454  562  730  594  437  595  557  Grand  Total...  11789 
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Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Seven  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  were  notified  during  the 
year,  all  from  Whitehaven  Hospital.  This  gives  a rate  per 
1,000  total  births  of  13.4,  as  compared  with  18.23  ^^r  England 
and  Wales.  There  were  no  maternal  deaths. 

Ophthalmia  N eonatorum . 

No  case  was  notified. 

Pneumonia. 

Nineteen  cases  of  Acute  Primary  or  Influenzal  Pneumonia 
were  notified.  The  rate  per  1,000  of  population  was  0.67  ab 
compared  with  0.84  for  the  country  as  a whole.  On  the  other 
hand  there  were  9 deaths — giving  a death  rate  of  0.32  per 
1,000,  as  compared  with  0.55  for  England  and  Wales. 

Erysipelas. 

One  case  was  notified,  giving  a rate  of  0.04,  as  against 
a rate  of  0.14  per  1,000  of  population  for  the  whole  country. 
There  were  no  deaths. 

Measles. 

Sixty-one  cases  were  notified,  as  against  9 the  previous 
year.  This  gives  a rate  of  2.15  per  1,000  of  population,  com- 
pared with  12.36  for  the  whole  country.  There  were  no 
deaths. 

Whooping  Cough. 

1 18  cases  were  notified  as  against  2 the  previous  year. 
This  gives  a rate  of  4.15  per  1,000  of  population,  compared 
with  3.58  for  England  and  Wales.  There  were  no  deaths. 

Cerebro -Spinal  Fever. 

Two  cases  were  notified.  Both  were  treated  in  hospital 
where  one  infant  died.  The  incidence  rate  was  0.07  per  1,000, 
as  against  0.03  for  England  and  Wales. 

Poliomyelitis. 

One  case  was  notified  and  confirmed  as  a paralytic  case. 
The  incidence  rate  for  confirmed  cases  was  0.04  per  1,000  of 
population,  as  compared  with  o.ii  for  the  country  as  a whole. 

Other  cases  included  one  of  Sonne  Dysentery,  one  of 
Malaria  in  a soldier  who  had  returned  from  service  in  the 
East,  and  two  of  Food  Poisoning  which  occurred  in  indi- 
viduals at  different  times  and  in  widely  separated  parts  of 
the  District. 
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II.— CANCER. 


There  were  53  deaths  from  Cancer  during  1953 — 28  males 
and  25  females,  an  increase  of  12  as  compared  with  the  figure 
for  the  previous  year.  The  mortality  rate  was  1.87  per  1,000 
of  population,  as  compared  with  a rate  of  1.99  for  the  country 
as  a whole. 


The  sites  of  the  primary 
as  follows:  — 

Males 


Larynx  ...  ...  i 

Bronchus  ...  ...  3 

Lung 3 

Oesophagus  ...  ...  i 

Stomach  ...  ...  3 

Pancreas  ...  ...  i 

Liver  ...  ...  ...  i 

Colon  ...  ...  5 

Rectum  ...  ...  5 

Bladder  ...  ...  i 

Prostate  ...  ...  i 

Tibia  ...  ...  ...  i 

Retro-Sternum  ...  i 
Unknown  ...  ...  i 
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lesions  in  the  two  groups  were 
Females 


Oesophagus  i 

Stomach  ...  ...  4 

Pancreas  i 

Liver  ...  ...  i 

Colon  ...  ...  ...  2 

Rectum  ...  ...  4 

Bladder  ...  ...  i 

Breast  ...  ...  5 

Ovary  ...  ...  i 

Uterus  ...  ...  2 

Face  ...  ...  ...  I 

Eye  ...  ...  ...  r 

Unknown  ...  ...  i 


The  average  age  at  death  of  all  cases  was  62  years,  th(r 
figure  being  61  for  males  and  63  for  females. 


III. —PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OF 
TUBERCULOSIS)  REGULATIONS,  ^925. 

No  action  was  taken  under  Section  62  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1925,  or  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936* 


IV.— TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  new  cases  and  mortality 
for  the  District  during  1953  : — 


Age 

Periods 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Nou-Resjiirat,07'y 

Respiratory 

N on  - Res  pi  ratory 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

0—  1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1—  5 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5—10 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

10—15 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15—20 

rr 

0 

10 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

20—25 

3 

6 

0 

0 

9 

0 

0 

0 

25—35 

8 

7 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

35 — 45 

4 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

45 — 55 

5 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

55 — 65 

7 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

65  and 
upwards 

4 

0 

1 

0 

4 

0 

1 

0 

Total 

34 

27 

2 

2 

9 

3 

1 

,0 

New  Cases. 

New  cases  numbered  65 — 61  Respiratory  and  4 Non- 
Respiratory.  The  total  number  was  i more  than  for  the 
previous  year — the  Respiratory  cases  being  3 more  and  the 
Non-Respiratory  2 less.  Included  in  the  total  are  2 cases 
notified  from  H.M.  Forces  and  3 deaths  which  had  not  been 
previously  notified. 


There  were  13  deaths  from  Tuberculosis — 3 more  than  in 
the  year  before. 


The  death  rate  from  Tuberculosis  was  0.46  per  1,000  of 
population — an  increase  for  the  year  of  o.ii.  The  Rate  was 
more  than  double  the  rate  for  the  whole  country. 
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Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  occurred  in  3 parishes  only  as 
shown  below : — 


PARISH 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

Total  Rate 
per  1000 
Est.  Pop’l’n 

Deaths 

Rate  per  1,000 
Est.  Pop’l’n 

Deaths 

Rate  per  1,000 
Est.  Pop’l’n 

Cleator  Moor 

8 

1.13 

1 

0.14 

1.27 

Egremont 

3 

’ 0.39 

— 

• — 

0.39 

Arlecdon  and 

Frizington 

1 

0.22 

0.22 

EnnerdaJe  R.D. 

12 

0.42 

1 

0.04 

0.46 

j 

i 

Three,  or  23%  of  the  deaths  were  not  previously  notified. 

In  all  such  cases  an  explanation  was  asked  for  from  the 
practitioner  concerned.  Five  out  of  the  9 male  deaths  were 
certified  by  the  Coroner,  all  of  these  being  ex  Iron  Ore  Miners 
certified  as  having  died  of  Silico-Tuberculosis. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  average  annual  number  of 
deaths  from  Tuberculosis  and  the  average  annual  death  rate 
per  1,000  of  population  by  five-year  periods  since  1936,  with 
the  corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales  and  the  actual 
figures  since  1950 : — 


Tuberculosis  (Respii'atory) 

Tuber 

culosis  (all  forms). 

Yeftr 

Groups 

i 

Eiiuerdale 

England 
and  Wales. 
Death' 
Rate  per 
1,000 

Ennerdale 

England 
and  Wales 
Death 
Rate  per 
1,000 

Average 
Number  of 
Deaths. 

Average 
Hate  per 
1,000. 

Average 
Number  of 
Deaths. 

Average 
Rate  per 
1,000. 

1936—40 

27.2 

1.03 

0.56 

36.2 

1.34 

0.67 

1941—45 

25.4 

0.94 

0.55 

32.2 

1.19 

0.66 

1946—50 

23.8 

0.84 

0.42 

27.6 

0.98 

0.48 

1951 

17 

0.57 

0.28 

19 

0.64 

0.32 

1952 

7 

0.24 

0.21 

10 

0.35 

■ 0.24 

1953 

12  , 

0.42 

0.18 

i 

1 

) 

f 

13 

i 

i 

) 

0.46 

0.20 

The  number  of  cases  belonging  to  the  district  who  received 
Sanatorium  treatment  during  the  year  are  shown  in  the  follow- 
ing Table : — 


SANATORIUM  TREATMENT. 


In 

Institutions 
Ist  Jan. 
1963. 

Admitted 

Dis- 

charged. 

Died. 

In 

[nstitutions 
1st  Jan. 
1964 

Pulmonary  Cases  : 

Men  

6 

14 

13 

1 

6 

Women  

10 

27 

25 

— 

12 

Boys  

— 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

Girls  

3 

— 

2 

— 

1 

Non-Pulmon^ry  Cases  : 

« 

Men  

7 

4 

— 

3 

Women  

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

Boys  

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Gir3s  

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Observation  Cases : 

Males 

3 

-- 

1 

2 

Females  

rj 

0 

1 

1 

— 

3 

Total 

32 

43 

47 

1 

27 

The  number  of  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis 
<5nd  of  1953  was : — 

Respiratory — Males 
— Females 

Non-Respiratory — Males 

— Females 


Register  at  the 


165 

140 

62 

56 


Total  ... 


423 


APPENDIX. 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S 

REPORT. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  ANNUAL  REPORT,  1953. 

Housing. 

The  re-housing  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  by  a points 
system  continues.  Sixteen  priority  cases  were  re-housed 
during  the  year. 

The  method  has  also  allowed  some  progress  towards  one 
solution  of  the  unfit  house.  Houses  from  which  the  tenants 
are  to  be  re-housed  are  inspected  some  time  prior  to  vacation, 
and  dealt  with  under  the  repair  or  demolition  clauses  of  the. 
Housing  Acts,  this  securing  the  house  being  made  fit  for 
re-letting  or  closure. 

In  consequence  of  this  action,  in  addition  to  the  demoli- 
tion orders  enumerated  in  the  statistics,  21  undertakings  not 
to  further  use  the  premises  for  human  habitation  have  been 
received. 

I.— INSPECTION  OF  DWELLINGHOUSES 
DURING  THE  YEAR. 

(i)  (a) 


(b) 

(2)  (a) 


(b) 

(3) 


(4) 


Total  number  of  Dwellinghouses 
inspected  for  housing  defects  (under 
Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) 

Number  of  inspections  made  


1445 

2,110 


Number  of  Dwellinghouses  (included 
under  sub-head  (i)  above)  which 
were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  Consolidated  Regula- 
tions, 1925  and  1932  


Number  of  inspections  made 


371 

872 


Number  of  Dwellinghouses  found  to 
be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or  in- 
jurious to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  


Number  of  Dwellinghouses  (ex- 
clusive of  those  referred  to  under  the 
preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be 
in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  


1,440 
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2.— REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  DURING  THE  YEAR 
WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF  FORMAL  NOTICES. 


Number  of  Dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 

informal  action  lOO 

Number  of  Dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  informal 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  69 
Number  of  Dwellinghouses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  206 

3.— ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING 

THE  YEAR. 

[a)  Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10,  and  16 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 : — 

(1)  Number  of  Dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  nil 

(2)  Number  of  Dwellinghouses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices : — 

(а)  By  Owners  2 

(б)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners...  nil 

{h)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts:  — 

(1)  Number  of  Dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  47 

(2)  Number  of  Dwellinghouses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  By  Owners  36 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  ii  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936:  — 

(1)  Number  of  Dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  16 

(2)  Number  of  Dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pur- 
suance of  Demolition  Orders  § 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936:  — 

(i)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  nil 
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(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  nil 

4._H0USING  act,  1936,  PART  IV— OVERCROWDING. 

(а)  (i)  Number  of  Dwellinghouses  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  23 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  24 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  175 

(б)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  nil 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  6 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  44 

REPAIRS  TO  DWELLINGHOUSES. 

Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts. 

Internal : 

Sculleries : — 

Ceiling  Plaster  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Doors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Floors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Sinks  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Wallplaster  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Washing  facilities  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

Windows  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Livingrooms : — 

Ceiling  Plaster  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Doors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Fireplaces  28 

Floors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Staircases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Wallplaster  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Windows  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

bedrooms : — 

Ceiling  Plaster  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Doors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

Fireplaces  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Floors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Wallplaster  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Windows  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 
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External : — 

Chimney  Stacks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Drains  cleared  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Dust  Bins  supplied  9 

Eaves  Gutters  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Main  Roofs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Other  Roofs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Rain  Water  Fall  Pipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Walls  46 

Water  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

Water  Service  Pipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

Yards  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 


IMPROVEMENTS. 


Bathrooms  installed  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Baths  installed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

External  Water  Closets  installed  ...  ...  14 

Food  Stores  built  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Fuel  Stores  built  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Hot  Water  Systems  installed  ...  ...  ...  42 

Houses  connected  to  main  sewer  ...  ...  0 

Houses  drained  to  septic  tanks  ...  ...  ...  12 

Internal  Water  Closets  installed  ...  ...  29 

Lavatory  Basins  installed  ...  ...  ...  41 

Sculleries  built  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Sinks  installed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 
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The  various  schemes  for  the  provision  of  houses  within 
the  Council’s  area  and  progress  effected  up  to  the  year  end  are 
shown  in  the  following  table : — 


No.  of  houses  Progress  made  to 


Site  No. 

Parish 

in  scheme. 

315^  December,  1953. 

I 

Egremont 

246 

28  houses  completed 
and  occupied.  Scheme 
now  complete. 

6 

Arlecdoh  and 
Frizington 

51 

Scheme  completed. 

9 

7 

Egremont 

178 

Site  works  proceeding. 

8 

Cleator  Moor 

61 

24  houses  completed. 

9 

Distington 

20 

Scheme  completed. 

Thirteen  licences  to  build  were  issued  to  private  individuals 
and  ten  houses  were  completed  by  private  enterprise. 


FILTHY  AND  VERMINOUS  PREMISES. 

Forty-two  inspections  were  made  to  30  houses.  The 
method  of  dealing  with  verminous  premises  by  supplying 
insecticides,  instructing  occupiers  in  their  use  and  in  the 
general  principle  of  hygiene  continues. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


{a)  Milk  Distribution : 

Number  of  registered  dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  registered  distributors  ...  ...  ...  7 

(6)  Sampling  of  Milk  : 

The  scheme  whereby  the  duty  of  the  County  Council  of 
taking  samples  from  the  Pasteurising  plant  and  persons  retail- 
ing milk  from  non-Tuberculin  Tested  herds  was  undertaken 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  of  the  area  continues. 

Forty-eight  samples  for  T.B.  have  been  taken.  All  were 
negative. 

Of  the  19  samples  taken  for  Phosphatase  and  B.  Coli 
tests  from  the  Pasteurising  plant  all  were  satisfactory. 

(c)  Food  Inspections : 

The  following  table  indicates  the  number  and  type  of 
premises  in  the  area  to  which  the  provision  of  Section  13  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  might  properly  be  applied:  — 


Premises 

Number 

Inspections 

Butchers  ... 

...  20 

27 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  ... 

I 

15 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  ... 

...  21 

78 

Grocers 

...  113 

179 

Fried  Fish  Shops... 

...  22 

35 

Confectioners 

•••  33 

12 

Restaurants 

...  87 

6 

Hotels  and  Inns  ... 

...  109 

23 

Bakehouses 

Ice  Cream  Premises : — 

...  23 

32 

(^)  Manufacturers 

...  4 

16 

(6)  Retailers  

•••  54 

35 

One  application  was  considered  during  the  year  to  manu- 
facture and/or  preserve  food,  and  was  granted. 


Four  applications  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  by  retail  were 
received  during  the  year,  all  of  which  were  granted. 

Eight  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken,  of  which  seven 
were  Grade  I and  one  Grade  IV. 
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With  the  exception  of  one  prosecution,  contraventions  of 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  and  Byelaws  have  been  dealt  with 
informally  and  a considerable  number  of  improvements  effected 
through  co-operation  with  the  persons  concerned. 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  food  condemned 
as  unsatisfactory : — 


Commodity 

Meat 

Fruit 

Vegetables 

Eggs 

Milk 

Preserves 

Fish 

Soups 

Cereals 

Cheese 

Miscellaneous 


Weight  in  Pounds 

•••  558 

•••  353 

...  89 

•••  57 

...  64 

...  123 
...  80 

•••  54 

...  107 


Shops 

There  are  333  shops  in  the  area  of  which  200  inspections 
were  made. 

Movable  Dwellings 

There  are  five  licensed  camping  sites  in  the  area  and  3 
persons  were  granted  licences  to  station  caravans  for  a period 
of  six  months.  Seven  inspections  were  made  and  no  offence 
called  for  other  than  verbal  action. 

Of  the  eleven  samples  of  water  as  supplied  to  the  parishes 
from  the  various  sources  subject  to  examination  by  the  County 
Analyst,  four  were  found  to  be  satisfactory  and  seven  unsatis- 
factory. Whilst  remedial  action  was  taken  the  only  solution 
is  filtration  and  chlorination. 
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Particulars  of  the  number  of  houses  and  the  estimated 
population  on  public  supplies  are  shown  in  the  following  table  : 

No.  of  houses 

supplied  from  Estimated 

No.  of  Public  Water  Mains:  Population 

Parish  Houses  (a)  Direct  {b)  Stand-pipes  Supplied. 


Arlecdon  and 
Frizington 

1204 

1174 

10 

4787 

Cleator  Moor 

1831 

1813 

— 

7276 

Distington 

714 

697 

— 

2808 

Egremont 

1944 

1935 

— 

7768 

Ennerdale  and 
Kinniside  ... 

87 

26 

104 

Gosforth 

226 

192 

— 

768 

Haile  

54 

39 

— 

156 

Larnplugh 

217 

200 

— 

800 

Lowca  

296 

263 

3 

1064 

Lowside  Quarter 

130 

64 

— 

256 

Moresby  

289 

256 

6 

iO/t8 

1 

Nether  Wasdale 

41 

— * 

— 

— 

Parton  

368 

354 

5 

1436 

Ponsonb}/ 

26 

23 

— 

92 

Rottington  . . . 

17 

15 

— 

60 

St.  Bees  

322 

316 

— 

1264 

St.  Bridgets  ... 

180 

145 

— 

580 

St.  Johns 

338 

335 

2 

1348 

Weddicar 

120 

103 

10 

452 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

Thirteen  houses  were 

converted 

from  the 

conservancy 

system  to  water  carriage : - 

Parish 

Distington 

Drained  to : 

Main  Septic 

Sewer  Tank 

•••  — 3 

Ennerdale  and  Kinniside 

^ , 

3 

Gosforth 

... 

- 

I 

Haile 



I 

Lowca 



2 

Moresby 

• • • 

. . • 

I 

St.  Bridget's 

I 

St.  John's 

... 

— 

I 

Nil 

13 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

Eight  refuse  tips  are  in  use  in  the  area,  all  of  which  leave 
much  to  be  desired.  Whilst  soil  from  housing  sites,  when 
available,  has  been  used  for  surfacing  with  some  improvement, 
these  measures  could  only  be  described  as  palliative.  The 
appropriate  remedy  is  a minimum  of  controlled  tips. 


Private  contractors  employed  on  the  collection  of  refuse 
and  privy  contents  have  continued  to  deal  with  65  outl3dng 

properties  distributed  in  the  following  parishes: Egremont  6, 

Arlecdon  and  Frizington  45,  Weddicar  4,  and  Moresby  10.7. 


The  following  table  is  a summary  of  inspections  carried 
out  not  appearing  in  another  part  of  this  report  and  not  calling 
for  special  comments : — 


t*  • 


Water  Supply 
New  Drainage 

Stables  and  Piggeries  

Public  Conveniences  

Theatres  and  Places  of  Entertainment 
Refuse  Collection 
Refuse  Disposal  ... 

Schools 

Building  Byelaws 
Nuisances 

Smoke  Observations 
Enquiries  in  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases 
Visits  re  Disinfection 
Moveable  Dwellings 
Miscellaneous  Inspections 


463 

144 

8 

4 

I 

17 

42 

21 

290 

56 

I 

117 

49 

7 

144 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS 

I— inspection  of  factories,  workshops 

AND  WORKPLACES 


Premises.  Register 


(I) 

Factories  without 

Mechanical  power 

26 

(2) 

Factories  with 

Mechanical  power 

76 

(3) 

Other  Premises  ... 

I 

103 


Number  of:  — 

Written  Prosecu- 
Inspections  Notices  tions 

4 — 

38  — — 

46  _ _ 


36 


2.— DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS 

AND  WORKPLACES 


Number  of  cases  in  which  Defects  were:  — 

Found  Remedied  Referred  Referred 

to  H.M.  by  H.M.  Prose- 
Particulars  Inspector  Inspector  cutions 

Want  of  cleanliness  — — — — — 

Overcrowding  ...  — — — — — 

Unreasonable 

Temperature  ...  — — — — — 

Inadequate 

Ventilation  ...  — — — — — 

Ineffective  drainage 

of  Floors  — — — — — 

Sanitary  Conveniences  : — 

(a)  Insufficient  — — — — — 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

Defective  — 3 — — — 

(c)  Not  separated 

for  Sexes  ...  — — — — — 

Other  Offences  ...  — 2 — — — 


Totals  ...  — 5 
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